SoutH PueBLo CounTy

CoNSERVATION DisTRICT

South Pueblo County
Conservation District Office

200 S. Santa Fe Av.
4th Floor
Pueblo, CO 81003

719-543-8386 Ext. 3
719-545-4835 Fax

Monthly Meetings
3rd Thursday

Mission Statement

The District works with
landowners, educators
and natural resource
users to provide guidance
and information to
promote natural resources
conservation.
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Addressing Local Concerns

Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

The District has seen a large increase in working ranchlands being
converted to ranchettes. This has increased the number of potential
cooperators and magnified poor land use decisions on individual lots.

Fostering Sound Range Management

Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

The district works with ranchers to improve grazing distribution, properly
stock rangelands, and implement planned grazing systems. Rangeland is
the District's largest land use.

Preventing Soil Erosion

Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

There are a number of acres of formerly non-irrigated cropland that have
been converted to home sites and other uses. The District offers technical
assistance on grass varieties and best methods to get permanent grass
established. Re-vegetation is difficult in most of Pueblo County due to
limited precipitation.




Major economy:

Cattle Ranching &
Irrigated Agriculture

Points of Interest:

The Conservation District
was established

January 18, 1974.

The district is a combination of the
Bessemer Soil Conservation District
established in 1947 & the Pueblo Soil

Conservation District established in 1941.

Land Ownership:

Private land - 867,245 acres
State land - 118,240 acres
Federal Land - 49,600 acres
Total acreage - 1,035,085 acres

Land Use:

Rangeland - 894,071 acres

Non-grazable Forest land - 36,667 acres
Irrigated Cropland - 33,883 acres

Grazable Forest land - 24,102 acres

Urban land - 13,129 acres

Non-irrigated cropland - 11,318 acres
Recreation land - 10,548 acres

Non-irrigated Pasture & Hay land - 6,361 acres
Irrigated pasture & hay land - 3,169 acres
Conservation Reserve Program Land - 1,867
acres

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity

The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients

to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

The District works to bring programs to enable producers to increase
the effectiveness of irrigation. The District leases a surge value to allow
producers to try out surge irrigation before purchasing a surge valve.

The district has a soil testing program to encourage proper fertilization
of irrigated cropland.

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds

Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.

The district has completed the following:

The District works with local entities to encourage implementation of
Colorado's weed law. Recently the District received grants to assist
landowners in the Apishapa River drainage in controlling tamarisk. This
is a multi-county mult-partner effort. The program will be continued in
2009. The District sells "Weeds of the West" books below cost to
encourage landowners to become more familiar with noxious weeds.
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